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Establishing a Center for Social Justice

Research, Teaching and Service to focus on
expanding the ways that Georgetown inte-
grates research and service into academic
life.

To articulate the strong Catholic and Jes-
uit foundation of the University, Fr.
O’Donovan also charged a faculty committee
led by the Provost Dorothy Brown to draft a
University mission statement. In September
2000, Georgetown’s Board approved the mis-
sion statement submitted by the committee
and previously reviewed by the University
community.

NEW INVESTMENTS IN SPACE AND FACILITIES

Throughout his tenure, Fr. O’Donovan has
been dedicated to developing strategies for
effective long-term campus development.
More than $82 million dollars has been in-
vested in the renovation of all undergraduate
student housing. In Fall 2000, the University
broke ground for the Southwest Quadrangle,
which includes a 780–bed residence hall, a
dining hall, an underground parking garage,
and a new Jesuit community residence. The
$168.5 million construction project is on
schedule for completion in the fall of 2003. On
November 8, 2000 the District of Columbia’s
Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) approved
Georgetown University’s 2000 Campus Plan.
The approval allows the University to pro-
ceed with construction and renovation plans
for all buildings proposed in the plan, includ-
ing modifications to hospital facilities pro-
posed by MedStar Health. New facilities for
the sciences, performing arts, and the
McDonough School of Business are also a
part of the Master Plan, and major gifts for
these have been raised through Georgetown’s
Third Century Campaign.

Recent campus development at the Law
Center includes the completion of the Gewirz
Student Center, which provides the campus’
first on-site housing for law students, and
the opening of a new wing of the campus’
central building, which includes techno-
logically advanced classrooms and seminar
rooms and expanded student activity space.
Current projects include construction of a
new academic facility and health fitness cen-
ter on the Law Center property Georgetown
purchased two years ago.

Important new strategic investments in-
clude the acquisitions of the Wormley
School building on Prospect Street and the
National Academy of Sciences buildings on
Wisconsin Avenue. At the Medical Center a
new wing was completed at the Hospital in
1993, and a new research building was dedi-
cated in 1995.

GROWTH AND ACHIEVEMENTS IN ATHLETICS

During Fr. O’Donovan’s tenure as presi-
dent, Georgetown’s Athletic Program has
regularly undergone reviews, has been found
in compliance with Title IX, and has re-
ceived NCAA certification. Georgetown in-
stituted women’s soccer as a varsity sport
and elevated women’s lacrosse to a national
level sport. The University also expanded the
number of scholarships for women athletes.
Men’s lacrosse has grown in stature to be-
come a Final Four program, and, in 2001, the
football team began competing in the Pa-
triot League. In the 1990s, fourteen different
teams ranked in the top ten in the nation,
and graduation rates for athletes continue to
be outstanding. During the past 12 years,
philanthropic support has also increased sig-
nificantly. Annual Fund contributions to the
Athletic Program have more than doubled,
and two endowed coaching positions and an
endowed chair, the Francis X. Rienzo Ath-
letic Director Chair, were established.

MAJOR ADMINISTRATIVE PROJECTS

With the rise of managed care, the decline
of government funding for health care, and
other factors, Georgetown faced serious fi-
nancial challenges at the Medical Center
throughout the 90s. To address the Medical
Center’s increasing budget deficits, Fr.
O’Donovan established a strong focus on cost
cutting, revenue enhancement, and other
management strategies. In March 1999, he
signed a letter of commitment to pursue ex-
clusive negotiations to form a clinical part-
nership with MedStar Health, a non-profit
regional health system. On June 30, 2000,
Georgetown instituted an historic partner-
ship agreement with MedStar in which
MedStar assumed full responsibility for the
operations and finances of the clinical enter-
prise, which includes a 535–bed hospital, a
faculty practice group, and a network of
community physician practices. Georgetown
continues to own, operate, and have finan-
cial responsibility for the education and re-
search enterprises, including the Medical
School, the Nursing School, and the bio-
medical research enterprise.

The partnership allows Georgetown to re-
alize major strategic goals:

It preserves and supports the University’s
mission of first-class medical education and
research, as well as the Hospital’s Catholic
identity.

It transfers the clinical operations to
MedStar, thereby protecting Georgetown
from future clinically-related losses in an in-
creasingly competitive health care economy
while providing the opportunity for future
earnings if MedStar’s Washington, D.C., sys-
tem meets certain financial targets.

It saved 3,800 jobs in the clinical enter-
prise, and it strengthens our relationship
with the District of Columbia by continuing
to provide opportunities for employment and
medical care.

In the past 12 years, Georgetown has made
major investments in improving the techno-
logical infrastructure of the University and
expanding the ways in which technology can
enhance teaching and research. Georgetown
is among the first universities in the nation
to use the latest fiber optic technology in its
residence halls, all of which are now wired
for advanced computer and Internet use. In
addition, 100% of Georgetown faculty have
access to the world wide web. Library serv-
ices include web-accessible catalogues and
databases, as well as a broad array of re-
search assistance online. While advancing its
technological resources, Georgetown is also
moving ahead as a higher education leader
on such innovative projects as Internet 2.

BUILDING SUPPORT FOR THE NEXT CENTURY

In October 1998, Georgetown formally
launched its $750 million Third Century Cam-
paign, to support faculty, enhance facilities
and financial aid resources and strengthen
every area of the University. Based on its
strong record of success, the Board approved
the increase of the campaign goal to $1 bil-
lion in September 2000. As of December 31st,
2000, the campaign already had secured more
than $640 million in gifts and pledges, includ-
ing a gift of $30 million to name the Robert
E. McDonough School of Business. Estab-
lished in 1996, Georgetown’s Blue and Gray
Society, which comprises donors who give
$10,000 or more annually to the University,
increased its membership from more than 780
in 1997 to nearly 1500 in 2000. The campaign
effort will further bolster Georgetown’s en-
dowment, which has already grown from $232
million in 1989 to more than $772 million in
October 2000.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE D.C. COMMUNITY

Georgetown’s fulfillment of its commit-
ment to the Jesuit educational principle of
educating ‘‘men and women for others’’ has
also grown in breadth and depth. Of the more
than 180 programs dedicated to community
service, several have been launched in the
past decade, including:

The Center for Social Justice Research,
Teaching and Service, and the Center for
Urban Research and Teaching on the Main
Campus;

The Law Center’s Office of Public Interest
and Community Service; and

Collaborative ventures such as the George-
town Public Policy Institute’s D.C. Commu-
nity Policy Forum, a research partnership
between the University and District of Co-
lumbia agencies.

Fr. O’Donovan created a series of grants to
support faculty in their efforts to create new
and enhance existing service-learning
courses and to undertake research projects
that directly benefit the District and its
residents. Two of those grants expanded the
work done by Georgetown faculty and stu-
dents in the Archdiocese’s Catholic elemen-
tary schools, which are also served by
Georgetown’s large corps of DC Reads lit-
eracy tutors. Dedicated as well to respon-
sible non-profit citizenship, the University
also made a $1 million founding investment
to help launch City First Bank, which
opened in 1999 to assist individuals and busi-
nesses in under-served areas of the city.

Fr. O’Donovan led the development of a
comprehensive strategy to build stronger re-
lationships between the University commu-
nity and its surrounding neighbors. He cre-
ated the position of Assistant Vice President
for External Relations to promote improved
communication and collaboration between
the University and the local D.C. commu-
nity. In recent years, Georgetown has de-
creased the number of undergraduate stu-
dents living off campus, instituted special
bulk trash pick-ups at the beginning and
close of each academic year, and advanced
its plans to build a new 780 bed residence hall
complex.

Finally, to serve the children of faculty,
students, and staff, the Hoya Kids Learning
Center, a child development and pre-school
facility, was established in 1997 on the Main
Campus. Scholarships for families in need
are funded by the Office of the President.

f

HONORING STANTON ENGLEHART

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I stand here
today to honor a man who stretches the imagi-
nation, and who uses paint to express what
words cannot about Colorado, and about the
beauty of our nation. Stanton Englehart has
been providing the world with refreshing in-
sight into nature for over forty years, and has
been an active participant in bringing art to
communities around Colorado.
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